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INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION

TheThe naturalnatural conditionsconditions inin MacedoniaMacedonia areare excellentexcellent forfor
thethe developmentdevelopment ofof beekeepingbeekeeping sectorsector.. OurOur countrycountry isis
distinguisheddistinguished withwith goodgood climateclimate,, richrich andand diversediverse floraflora,,distinguisheddistinguished withwith goodgood climateclimate,, richrich andand diversediverse floraflora,,
hillyhilly--mountainmountain charactercharacter ofof thethe landland andand ecologicallyecologically cleanclean
regionsregions.. TheThe honeyhoney andand beebee productsproducts inin MacedoniaMacedonia areare withwith
highhigh qualityquality butbut thethe quantitiesquantities thatthat areare producedproduced areare notnothighhigh quality,quality, butbut thethe quantitiesquantities thatthat areare producedproduced areare notnot
enoughenough toto satisfysatisfy thethe domesticdomestic marketmarket.. AlthoughAlthough wewe havehave
thisthis traditiontradition forfor centuriescenturies ,, beekeepingbeekeeping inin MacedoniaMacedonia hashas
yetyet toto bebe developeddeveloped,, wewe mustmust toto makemake legallegal provisionsprovisions,, toto
makemake controlscontrols regularlyregularly andand improveimprove thethe qualityquality ofof honeyhoney
andand beebee productsproducts,, toto organizeorganize educationaleducational programsprograms forforandand beebee productsproducts,, toto organizeorganize educationaleducational programsprograms forfor
beekeepers,beekeepers, toto stimulatestimulate thethe exportexport especiallyespecially towardstowards thethe
developeddeveloped countriescountries etcetc..



LEGAL FRAMESLEGAL FRAMES

TheThe GovernmentGovernment ofof thethe RepublicRepublic ofof MacedoniaMacedonia inin 2929
NovemberNovember 20042004 hashas adoptedadopted „„TheThe StrategyStrategy forfor AgricultureAgriculture andand
R lR l D l tD l t ff thth i di d 20072007 20132013 ““ dd tt ff ththRuralRural DevelopmentDevelopment forfor thethe periodperiod 20072007‐‐20132013 ““ andand partpart ofof thethe
objectivesobjectives ofof thisthis programprogram werewere achievementsachievements inin thethe spheresphere ofof
qualityquality andand safetysafety ofof agriculturalagricultural productsproducts.. BecauseBecause ofof this,this, thethe
MinistryMinistry ofof Agriculture,Agriculture, ForestryForestry andand WaterWater Management,Management,
preparedprepared aa draftdraft lawlaw forfor QualityQuality ofof AgriculturalAgricultural ProductsProducts,, whichwhich
willwill regulateregulate thethe marketmarket ofof honeyhoney andand beebee productsproducts.. TheThe modemode ofofwillwill regulateregulate thethe marketmarket ofof honeyhoney andand beebee productsproducts.. TheThe modemode ofof
regulationregulation isis mademade accordingaccording toto thethe EuropeanEuropean regulationsregulations.. TheThe
LawLaw hashas enteredentered parliamentaryparliamentary procedureprocedure andand isis inin itsits finalfinal phasephase

dd tt b blb bl ii N bN b 20102010 illill bb ii ffandand mostmost probablyprobably inin NovemberNovember 20102010 willwill bebe inin forceforce..



With these law, and byWith these law, and by‐‐laws acts, shell be regulatedlaws acts, shell be regulated::

•• The standards for the quality of the honey and bee The standards for the quality of the honey and bee 
productsproductsproductsproducts

•• The packaging and the labeling of the honey and bee The packaging and the labeling of the honey and bee 
productsproductsproductsproducts

•• Market information systemMarket information system

•• Recording and archivingRecording and archiving•• Recording and archivingRecording and archiving

•• The control of the standards for quality of honey and bee The control of the standards for quality of honey and bee 
productsproductsproductsproducts



ControlControl

AccordingAccording toto thethe LawLaw ofof QualityQuality ofof agriculturalagricultural productsproducts,, thethe
controlcontrol ofof thethe qualityquality ofof thethe honeyhoney andand beebee productsproducts isis mademade byby::

DepartmentDepartment ofof VeterinaryVeterinary withinwithin MAFWMMAFWM
AnalysesAnalyses andand extraextra analysesanalyses ofof thethe takentaken samplessamples forfor qualityquality willwill

bebe mademade inin authorizedauthorized laboratorieslaboratories
TheThe methodmethod ofof takingtaking samplessamples andand thethe methodmethod ofof analyzinganalyzing willwill bebe
providedprovided byby MinisterMinister ofof AgricultureAgriculture ForestryForestry andand WaterWater ManagementManagementprovidedprovided byby MinisterMinister ofof Agriculture,Agriculture, ForestryForestry andand WaterWater ManagementManagement
ItIt isis importantimportant toto notenote thatthat inin MacedoniaMacedonia therethere isis laboratorylaboratory withinwithin
VeterinaryVeterinary faculty,faculty, whichwhich isis currentlycurrently authorizedauthorized andand performesperformes

ll ff thth litlit ff thth hh dd bb d td t llllanalysesanalyses ofof thethe qualityquality ofof thethe honeyhoney andand beebee products,products, asas wellwell asas
thethe presencepresence ofof residuesresidues inin themthem..



StatisticsStatistics

InIn MacedoniaMacedonia therethere areare aroundaround 1010..000000 beekeepersbeekeepers,, areare
registeredregistered overover 3030 associationsassociations.. RepresentativesRepresentatives ofof 1414 ofof thesethese
associationsassociations thisthis yearyear establishedestablished anan UnionUnion ofof BeekeepersBeekeepersassociations,associations, thisthis year,year, establishedestablished anan UnionUnion ofof BeekeepersBeekeepers
AssociationsAssociations inin MacedoniaMacedonia..

AsAs aa producersproducers ofof honeyhoney andand beebee productsproducts inin MacedoniaMacedonia
cancan taketake partpart individualindividual producersproducers andand businessbusiness companiescompanies..
ButBut thethe numbernumber ofof beebee familiesfamilies inin businessbusiness companiescompanies areare
continuouslycontinuously decreasingdecreasing,, whilewhile thosethose atat individualindividual producersproducersyy gg,, pp
areare increasingincreasing..

InIn tabletable 11 inin thethe nextnext slideslide,, youyou cancan seesee thethe annualannual
productionproduction ofof honeyhoney inin thethe lastlast 1212 yearsyears thethe annualannualproductionproduction ofof honeyhoney inin thethe lastlast 1212 yearsyears,, thethe annualannual
productionproduction ofof honeyhoney byby colonycolony,, asas wellwell asas thethe totaltotal numbernumber ofof
beebee coloniescolonies inin MacedoniaMacedonia..



YearYear NumberNumber of bee of bee 
coloniescolonies

Production Production 
kgkg//colonycolony

Total production Total production 
in tonsin tons

1998 74843 15 1122,65

1999 74972 21 1574,41

2000 75481 14 1056,73

2001 70869 13 921,3

2002 70088 12 841,06

2003 71602 14 1002,43

2004 69036 13 897,47

2005 66738 15 1001,07

2006 67804 13 881,45

2007 58307 12 699 682007 58307 12 699,68

2008 61705 13 775,1

2009 63303 13 803,2

AverageAverage 6967169671 1414 10011001

Tab 1 . Average annual production of honey and annual production  of honey by bee 
colony

AverageAverage 6967169671 1414 10011001
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On these chart you can see that the number of beeOn these chart you can see that the number of bee
colonies was decreasing until 2008 since when started to
increase with slow rate



BesidesBesides honeyhoney beekeepersbeekeepers inin MacedoniaMacedonia areare producingproducingBesidesBesides honey,honey, beekeepersbeekeepers inin MacedoniaMacedonia areare producingproducing
beeswaxbeeswax,, royalroyal jellyjelly ,, propolispropolis andand pollenpollen,, whilewhile beebee poisonpoison isis notnot
producedproduced..

Product Annual production (kg)

Beeswax 162306

Royal Jelly 121,3

Propolis 3315

P ll 4998Pollen 4998

TabTab2. 2. Annual production of bee products in MacedoniaAnnual production of bee products in Macedonia



Price of honey and honey productsPrice of honey and honey productsy y py y p

Product Average price in EUR by 
kProduct kg

Honey 3,1

Beeswax 4 7Beeswax 4,7

Pollen 23,5

Propolis 29 3Propolis 29,3

Royal Jelly 3008

Tab. 3 Prices



ExportExport

AccordingAccording toto thethe StatisticalStatistical OfficeOffice ofof thethe RepublicRepublic ofof Macedonia,Macedonia, thethe
annualannual consumptionconsumption ofof honeyhoney perper householdhousehold isis 22..77 kg,kg, indicatingindicating thatthat thethe
requiredrequired annualannual amountamount ofof honeyhoney toto satisfysatisfy thethe domesticdomestic marketmarket isis 15301530requiredrequired annualannual amountamount ofof honeyhoney toto satisfysatisfy thethe domesticdomestic marketmarket isis 15301530
tonstons.. WithWith thisthis productionproduction whichwhich currentlycurrently hashas ourour countrycountry meetsmeets onlyonly 5050%%
ofof thethe domesticdomestic market,market, whichwhich makesmakes MacedoniaMacedonia toto importimport honeyhoney fromfrom otherother
countriescountries..countriescountries..

BesideBeside thesethese facts,facts, MacedonianMacedonian honeyhoney isis exportedexported toto otherother countriescountries
(about(about 1111%%),), butbut notnot inin thethe EUEU membermember statesstates duedue toto lacklack ofof appropriateappropriate
legallegal frameworksframeworks..

SoonSoon,, withwith thethe adoptionadoption ofof thethe LawLaw forfor QualityQuality ofof AgriculturalAgricultural
productsproducts,, willwill enableenable betterbetter qualityquality andand traceabilitytraceability ofof honeyhoney andand beebee
productsproducts,, wherewithwherewith thesethese productsproducts cancan bebe soldsold inin thethe marketsmarkets ofof thethe EUEU
countriescountries.. WithWith thisthis ,, beekeepingbeekeeping inin MacedoniaMacedonia isis expectedexpected toto developdevelop moremore
andand toto becomebecome aa significantsignificant sourcesource ofof incomeincome ofof manymany householdshouseholds inin thethe
countrycountry..



SupportSupport

EachEach yearyear thethe GovernmentGovernment ofof thethe RepublicRepublic ofof MacedoniaMacedonia stimulatesstimulates thethe
productionproduction ofof honeyhoney andand beebee productsproducts.. ForFor 20102010 areare providedprovided thethe followingfollowingpp yy pp pp gg
measuresmeasures inin thethe beekeepingbeekeeping sectorsector::

•• FinancialFinancial supportsupport byby registeredregistered beebee colonycolony
((8 18 1 EUR per one bee colonyEUR per one bee colony))((8.18.1 EUR per one bee colonyEUR per one bee colony))

•• Financial support for buying queen beesFinancial support for buying queen bees
((5.7 EUR per one queen bee5.7 EUR per one queen bee))

•• FinancialFinancial supportsupport forfor raisingraising beekeepingbeekeeping importantimportant plantsplants onon newnew areasareas
((4848..77 EUREUR perper hectarehectare))

•• FinancialFinancial supportsupport forfor productionproduction ofof organicorganic honeyhoney
((22..55 EUREUR perper beebee colony)colony)


